Poštovani predsjedniče Vlade Igore Lukšić,

Poštovani potpredsjedniče Vlade Duško Marković,

Dragi organizatori i učesnici konferencije "Ka Evropi – ka jednakosti",

Dragi Jovane Kojičić,

Dragi članovi nevladinih organizacija Crne Gore,

Žao mi je što moram da vam saopštim da zbog porodičnih problema neću moći da lično učestvujem na konferenciji "Ka Evropi - Ka jednakosti" koja se održava ovog vikenda. Kao što je obećano spremam video poruku za otvaranje konferencije.
Pošto sam obaviještena o pismu 17 crnogorskih nevladinih organizacija koje neće učestvovati  na Konferenciji, želim da iskoristim priliku da iskažem određene zabrinutosti, ali i nade:

1) Konferencije su važan dio političkog života i debate, međutim, one treba da budu dobro organizovane, praćene kasnije konkretnim akcijama, upravo zbog toga da ne ostanu na nivou retorike.

2) Smatram da je važan korak što novi premijer pokazuje spremnost da imenuje specijalnog savjetnika za "ljudska prava i zaštitu od diskriminacije", koji će se baviti posebno lezbejskim, gej, biseksualnim i transrodnim pitanjima i problemima.

3) Uspjeh u poboljšanju položaja LGBT osoba, međutim, ima nekoliko uslova:

a) posvećeno donošenje i sprovođenje relevantnih zakona, kao što je navedeno u sedmom uslovu Mišljenja Evropske komisije od 9. novembra 2010. o zahtjevu za članstvu Crne Gore u EU.

b) blisku saradnju između vlade i parlamenta, civilnog društva, kao i akademskog svijeta, kako bi borba protiv predrasuda i mržnje, a posebno homofobije, bila djelotvornija.

Pošto sam već nekoliko puta bila uključena u rasprave o LGBT pitanjima sa crnogorskim civilnim društvom i Vladom, ja bih sugerisala da je suština pet zahtjeva koje su postavile NVO zapravo pitanja koja treba uzeti u ozbiljno razmatranje od strane Konferencije i Vlade Crne Gore, jer po mom mišljenju, to bi ojačalo kredibilitet posvećenosti Vlade LGBT pitanjima.

Dalje bih, takođe, sugerisala NVO-ima - da čak i ako oni ne mogu da odluče da učestvuju na Konferenciji -  da održe sastanak sa učesnicima Konferencije za vrijeme ili poslije ovog događaja, koristeći priliku ove Konferencije i javni interes Crne Gore i EU, kako bi se postigao stvarni napredak za LGBT osobe u Crnoj Gori.


 Srdačni pozdrav,

Ulrike Lunaček, poslanica u Evropskom parlamentu

Ko-portparolka spoljnih poslova Zelenih / EFA grupe

Kopredsjednica LGBT Intergrupe

Članica Delegacije za jugoistočnu Evropu
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From: LUNACEK Ulrike [mailto:ulrike.lunacek@europarl.europa.eu] 
Sent: 01 September 2011 15:40
To: igor.luksic@gov.me; dusko.markovic@gov.me
Cc: jovan.kojicic@gsv.gov.me; info@lgbtprogres.me; daliborka.uljarevic@gmail.com; ivana@juventas.co.me
Subject: Conference "Toward Europe - Toward Equality"

Honourable PM Igor Luksic,
Honourable Dep. PM Dusko Markovic,
Dear organizers and participants of the Conference "Toward Europe - Toward Equality",
Dear Jovan Kojicic,
Dear members of the Montenegro NGO Community,

I regret having to tell you that due to a family emergency I will not be able to participate in person at the Conference "Towards Europe - Towards Equality" this coming weekend. As promised I am nevertheless preparing a video message for the opening session.

Having been informed about the letter by 17 Montenegrin NGOs that they will not particpate in the Conference, I want to use the opportunity of this letter to express some concerns and hopes:

1) Conferences are an important part of political life and debate, however, they need to be prepared, accompanied and followed by real action in order not to stay at the level of rhetoric.
2) I consider it an important step forward by the new PM to show the willingness to appoint a special advisor on "human rights and protection against discrimination", to deal specifically with lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues.
3) Success in improving the situation of LGBT people, however, has several requirements:
a) dedicated passing and implementing of relevant legislation, as f.ex. stated in the 7th requirement of the European Commission's Opinion on Montenegro's EU membership application of Nov. 9th, 2010
b) close cooperation between government and parliament, civil society as well as the academic world in order to make the struggle against prejudice and hatred, in particular homophobia, effective.

Having been involved already a couple of times in the debate on LGBT issues with Montenegrin civil society and government, I would like to suggest that the essence of the five demands raised by the NGOs are issues which should be taken into serious consideration by the Conference and the government of Montenegro, because in my opinion this would strengthen the credibility of the commitment of the government to LGBT issues.

I would furthermore also suggest to the NGOs to - even if they cannot decide to participate at the Conference - hold a meeting with Conference participants during or after this event, using the opportunity of this Conference and the public interest in it in Montenegro and in the EU in order to achieve real progress for LGBT people in Montenegro.


 With best regards,

Ulrike Lunacek, MEP

Member of the European Parliament

Foreign Affairs Co-Spokesperson Greens/EFA Group

Co-President LGBT Intergroup

Subst. Member South-East Europe Delegation 
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